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Preface 

 
The Virtual University in the Baltic Sea Region is an international, cross-institutional, and 
interdisciplinary project that aims to establish a new virtual learning environment at the 
University of Greifswald and promote collaboration between the universities in the Baltic Sea 
region.  
 
The project Virtual University in the Baltic Sea Region is part of the International Virtual 
Academic Cooperation (IVAC), which is funded by the Deutscher Akademischer 
Austauschdienst (DAAD). Based at the Chair of Nordic History at the University of Greifswald, 
it involves partners from Stockholm University, Tampere University and St. Petersburg State 
University.1 Szczecin University is the newest collaborator.  
 
Part of the project is the student conference on post-pandemic studying. Two of them took 
place in 2021 and 2022 based at the University of Greifswald. The conferences were organized 
by students for students. They aimed to summarize the unique experience of studying during 
the Covid-19-pandemic from the student perspective. During the conferences the students 
took notes in a FigJam-file, which are visible in detail on the following pages.  
 
The result of both student conferences is a collection of suggestions and hints from the student 
perspective that can be used to improve post-pandemic digital education and, possibly, to be 
prepared for future challenges that will demand the return to remote study.  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 
1 The cooperation of the University Greifswald with St. Petersburg University is suspended until further notice. 
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International Digital Student Conferences 
Conclusion 

 

In comparison, it is visible that the outcomes of both conferences are similar in the general 
problems of pandemic studying, such as written exams and the general workload. Compared 
to the first conference, the second conference shows certain ways and structures that ensure 
a better quality of lectures and exams in general: for example, oral exams with a fixed timeslot 
and short pre-recorded lectures. Some problems stayed the same: the availability of 
workspaces for online exams for students on campus as well as the internet connection of 
students and teachers. As an outcome of pandemic studying, the use of e-tutors and the 
organization of e-tutoring training should be considered as a general program at the partner 
universities of the project. 
 
The participants and the organizational team hope that the outcomes of the student 
conferences will be disseminated widely to the interested parties and contribute to a better 
quality of digital teaching and learning across borders in the post-pandemic times. 


