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Virtual University in the Baltic Sea Region
International Digital Student Conferences

Preface

The Virtual University in the Baltic Sea Region is an international, cross-institutional, and
interdisciplinary project that aims to establish a new virtual learning environment at the
University of Greifswald and promote collaboration between the universities in the Baltic Sea
region.

The project Virtual University in the Baltic Sea Regionis part of the International Virtual
Academic Cooperation (IVAC), which is funded by the Deutscher Akademischer
Austauschdienst (DAAD). Based at the Chair of Nordic History at the University of Greifswald,
it involves partners from Stockholm University, Tampere University and St. Petersburg State
University." Szczecin University is the newest collaborator.

Part of the project is the student conference on post-pandemic studying. Two of them took
place in 2021 and 2022 based at the University of Greifswald. The conferences were organized
by students for students. They aimed to summarize the unique experience of studying during
the Covid-19-pandemic from the student perspective. During the conferences the students
took notes in a Figdam-file, which are visible in detail on the following pages.

The result of both student conferences is a collection of suggestions and hints from the student
perspective that can be used to improve post-pandemic digital education and, possibly, to be
prepared for future challenges that will demand the return to remote study.

1 The cooperation of the University Greifswald with St. Petersburg University is suspended until further notice.
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Guidelines/Conclusions

ll. Student Conference
‘post-pandemic studying’

. Well structured and pre-recorded lectures with one topic and a duration = Sidenote: hybrid lectures
. . .. are a good addition, but
of 20 minutes are a good alternative to on-campus lectures. Digital hybrid seminars are
. . s . difficult (discussing in
Seminars work well with digitaly well equiped teachers, language S A
courses were very difficult. Hybrid lectures (rarely seminars) are a good = notonly because of
Lo .. . technical aspects)
addittion to on-campus lectures, because students can participate if
they are unable to attend.
. Technical assisstance like e-tutors are a good way to ensure a high S EEETE

standard of digital teaching. They should be used and offered more for = assistance (workshops for

teachers, etc) is a concept

digital as well as on-campus teaching sessions. that could be easily
. Online oral exams work out well and are comfortable for students, if Lr:l'\’;f:::;w other

each student gets a specific time slot for their exam. A good alternative

. . . » technical assistance
for a written exam are essays and term papers. Handing them in solely stutents are a good
online is the easiest way for students . On campus written exams are addition to on campus

crpe teaching as well
most difficult for students.
. It should be ensured that all students have the technical means to :

Does funding for laptos

participate in online teaching and learning. This includes renting options = etc existat the university?
of devices, upgraded computer rooms, sufficient funding among others. = . siockhoim has a

It should be ensured that all students have access to quiet learning selmpiEEan et
during some time of
environments for online teaching or online exams on campus. the pandemic)

Greifswald has no

. It should be ensured that all students can access the full services of the R i e

university libraries or alternatively get access to more online literature at :i”;se)c'”eda long
all times. « Szczecin: some

financial help for

. It should be possible for all students, especially first years, to participate el E e

in social events, personal meetings and extracurricular offers. All :‘;‘ff’l‘lzyb;‘;"°t
students should have access to support from the universities if they technical support

have problems or questions.
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i — |. Student Conference 2021

| Examination

2\

I Teaching

3

| Technical points

regarding the examination in
general, more technical support
before and during the exam

seems to be necessary: Getting to
know the platform where a written

exam is conducted on or
preparing an emergency phone

number for technical problems are

very helpful examples

Though pre-recorded lectures
were perceived as a general
improvement, it is hard to keep
up with varying upload dates — a
fixed day and time is therefore
advised

as physical meetings and
presentations are not possible,
groupwork needs some support
to find software to work
collaboratively

another issue is how the use of
the camera in video conferences
was handled: Though it is
beneficial for the seminar’s
atmosphere, it felt offensive for
students being forced to use it

Source: Erik Wolf, University of Greifswald



Conclusions
|. Student Conference 2021

. The flexibility of teaching as well as examining was seen as a major improvement
of digital studying: Examination without the need of being at the university or the
easier addition of guest lectures are popular examples for that.

. As it got easier to participate in classes at other universities, teachers should
advertise favourable options in their field to the students as it is hard to find
such options at the moment.

. As not all students have fitting work spaces at their home, universities should
consider offering some in unused classrooms.

. These results/recommendations will be channeled back into the university via:
Prorektorin flr Studium und Lehre, Stabsstelle Integrierte Qualitatssicherung,
Projekt "Digitalisierung der Hochschullehre", Geschaftsfliihrung Historisches
Institut.

Source: Erik Wolf, University of Greifswald



UNIVERSITAT GREIFSWALD [N )
Wissen lockt. Seit 1456 N\ 0/

Virtual University in the Baltic Sea Region

International Digital Student Conferences

Conclusion

In comparison, it is visible that the outcomes of both conferences are similar in the general
problems of pandemic studying, such as written exams and the general workload. Compared
to the first conference, the second conference shows certain ways and structures that ensure
a better quality of lectures and exams in general: for example, oral exams with a fixed timeslot
and short pre-recorded lectures. Some problems stayed the same: the availability of
workspaces for online exams for students on campus as well as the internet connection of
students and teachers. As an outcome of pandemic studying, the use of e-tutors and the
organization of e-tutoring training should be considered as a general program at the partner
universities of the project.

The participants and the organizational team hope that the outcomes of the student
conferences will be disseminated widely to the interested parties and contribute to a better
quality of digital teaching and learning across borders in the post-pandemic times.



